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REMINDER OF THE OBLIGATIONS OF NON-LICENSEES THAT OPERATE PART 90
PRIVATE LAND MOBILE RADIO SIGNAL BOOSTERS

WT Docket No. 10-4

The Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau and the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
issue this notice to remind building owners and other non-licensee operators of Part 90 Private Land
Mobile Radio (PLMR) signal boosters that they may not operate these boosters until they: (a) obtain the
express written consent of the licensee(s) whose signals they would re-transmit and (b) register Class B
signal boosters' with the Federal Communications Commission (Commission) at the website:
www.fcc.gov/signal-boosters/registration.” Failure to do so risks harmful interference to first
responders and others and may subject you to enforcement action.

(a)  PART 90 SIGNAL BOOSTERS

Part 90 PLMR signal boosters include a wide variety of devices that serve multiple users
simultaneously and are designed to improve, for example, public safety agency radio coverage in large
but confined areas such as stadiums, airports, office buildings, hospitals, tunnels, and educational
campuses.’ Booster technology such as distributed antenna systems (DAS) plays a crucial role in
allowing users to communicate in areas where their radio signals would otherwise be blocked.*

The Bureaus recognize that many building owners install Part 90 signal boosters to comply with
building codes that require the building owner to ensure that users, typically first responders, have
seamless indoor radio coverage when they respond to an incident. But improperly installed or operated
signal boosters can interfere with the very communications they are designed to re-transmit. It therefore
is essential that the licensees whose signals are re-transmitted (e.g., public safety agencies) and the
Commission have accurate information on such boosters. Without such information, the licensees and the
Commission cannot promptly act to identify and eliminate interference that can seriously impair first
responders’ ability to respond and provide aid. Consequently, as detailed below, Part 90 signal booster

I See definition of Class A and B boosters under Section (c) below (Registration Requirement for Class B Signal
Boosters).

2 This Public Notice focuses only on Part 90 PLMR signal boosters and does not address other types of signal
boosters, including those consumer and industrial signal boosters that are intended to retransmit signals of
commercial wireless carriers. For more information regarding signal boosters that operate on wireless carrier
frequencies, see Section 20.21 of the Commission’s rules.

3 Amendment of Parts 1, 2, 22, 24, 27, 90 and 95 of the Commission’s Rules to Improve Wireless Coverage Through
the Use of Signal Boosters, WT Docket No. 10-4, Report and Order, 28 FCC Rcd 1663, 1665, para. 5 (2013) (Signal
Booster R&O).

41d. at 1717, para. 151.


http://www.fcc.gov/signal-boosters/registration

operators must obtain consent from the licensees whose signals are re-transmitted and register Class B
devices.

(b) CONSENT REQUIREMENT

Although building codes or other regulations may require installation of Part 90 signal boosters,
they do not authorize non-licensee building owners or others to operate them. Commission rules prohibit
Part 90 booster operation unless the proposed operator has obtained the express written consent of the
licensee(s) whose signals are to be re-transmitted. The Part 90 booster operator must retain that written
consent and provide it to the Commission or a licensee representative on request.’> Boosters should be
installed and maintained only by qualified installers.¢

You may search the Commission’s Universal Licensing System (ULS) for PLMR licensees
operating in your area in order to determine whose consent is required. The ULS search engine can be
found at: https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp.’

Part 90 boosters, on occasion, may incidentally and intermittently re-transmit signals of licensees
other than the licensee(s) that have provided express written consent for retransmission of their signals.
Such incidental retransmission does not require the express written consent of the incidentally re-
transmitted licensee.

All booster operators should be mindful that boosters are authorized strictly on a non-interference
basis — they must not cause interference to other users and must accept interference they may receive
from other users. If a booster causes interference, you must adjust it so that it does not cause interference
or immediately discontinue operation.?

(©) REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT FOR CLASS B SIGNAL BOOSTERS

The Commission recognizes two types of Part 90 PLMR signal boosters: A Class A device is a
signal booster designed to retransmit signals on one or more specific channels and does not require
registration with the Commission. A Class B device is a signal booster designed to retransmit any signal
within a wide frequency band and must be registered with the Commission.® Class B Signal booster
operators, e.g., building owners, must register their Class B devices with the Commission at
www.fcc.gov/signal-boosters/registration prior to beginning operation of a signal booster.

547 CFR § 90.219(b)(1)(i).

¢ Signal Booster R&0, 28 FCC Rcd at 1665, para. 5. Although the Commission has not adopted standards for
qualified installers, several state and local jurisdictions have done so. Parties intending to install boosters should
check state and local codes for installer qualifications.

7 A booster operator, installer, or the operator’s counsel can use the Commission’s ULS database to identify the
location and ownership of Part 90 stations in the booster’s area. The database allows searching by frequency,
frequency range, county, state or radius around a center point. The ULS database may be accessed at
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp and selecting Advanced License Search. Assistance
in use of the database may be obtained at https://wireless2.fcc.gov/helpfiles/licenseSearch/helpAdvanced.html or by
calling 1-877-480-3201.

847 CFR § 90.219(c).

9 1d. § 90.219(a).
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Registration of Class B signal boosters allows parties to identify the source interference when it
occurs and arrange for shut down of the booster until interference is resolved.'® Registration must
include, at a minimum:

» the call sign and frequency of the station to be re-transmitted;

» the operating range of the Class B signal booster;

» the physical location (address, city and state) of the signal booster; and

» contact information for the individual(s) responsible for the signal booster’s operation.

The signal booster database is searchable by state, county, frequency range, and location of the device.

(d) ENFORCEMENT ACTION

If Part 90 booster operators do not obtain express written consent from the re-transmitted licensee
or fail to register their Class B boosters with the Commission, their violation of Commission rules can
subject them to enforcement action, including fines and the seizure of equipment. Causing interference
that hampers first responders’ ability to render aid could result in harm to persons or property.

Booster installers should carefully note the strict technical requirements specified in Section
90.219(d) of the Commission’s rules when deploying Part 90 PLMR signal boosters.!!

(¢)  FACT SHEET

Attached is a fact sheet summarizing the obligations and requirements for non-licensees who
operate Part 90 PLMR signal boosters.

For further information regarding this matter contact Brian Marenco, Electronics Engineer, Policy
and Licensing Division, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau, at (202) 418-0838 or
Brian.Marenco@fcc.gov, or Jaclyn Rosen, Mobility Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, at
(202) 418-0154 or Jaclyn.Rosen@fcc.gov.

-FCC -

10 Signal Booster R&O, 28 FCC Red at 1722, para. 162. Registration of Class A devices is not required.

1147 CFR § 90.219(d).
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Attachment A
Fact Sheet on Non-Licensee Operation of Part 90 Private Land Mobile Radio (PLMR) Signal
Boosters

Question 1: What is a Part 90 PLMR signal booster and what is it intended to do?

Answer 1: A Part 90 PLMR signal booster is a device designed to re-transmit radio signals from PLMR
licensees to improve radio coverage in weak signal areas. A common type of Part 90 PLMR
signal booster is a distributed antenna systems (DAS). DAS are typically deployed in large
areas such as stadiums, airports, office buildings, hospitals, tunnels, and educational
campuses. Part 90 PLMR signal boosters play a crucial role in allowing public safety-first
responder agencies to communicate in buildings, tunnels, and other areas where their radio
signals would normally be blocked.

Question 2: May [ operate a Part 90 PLMR signal booster without a license from the FCC?

Answer 2: Yes. An entity such as a building owner may operate a Part 90 PLMR signal booster without
a license from the Commission provided that the operator first obtains the express written
consent of the licensee(s) of the frequencies for which the device is intended to amplify.
Consent must be maintained in a recordable format that can be presented to a Commission
representative or other relevant licensee if interference occurs. Part 90 PLMR signal boosters
may only be installed by “qualified installers.”

Question 3: Why is it necessary for me to obtain consent from the licensee(s) whose signals will be
retransmitted by my Part 90 PLMR signal booster?

Answer 3: It is necessary to obtain consent because improperly installed or operated signal boosters can
interfere with radio communications of, for example, first responders who the boosters are
intended to assist. Therefore, coordinating with the appropriate licensees ahead of time and
obtaining their consent may avoid interference before it occurs.

Question 4: How can I find out which PLMR licensees operate in my area on the frequencies or
frequency range re-transmitted by my Part 90 PLMR signal booster?

Answer 4: You may search the Commission’s Universal Licensing System (ULS) for PLMR licensees
operating in your area. By choosing the “Advanced Search Options” you can search the
ULS database for licensees based on individual frequencies or a frequency range and you
may limit your search to a geographic area such as a state, county, or a radius around a
center point. The ULS search engine can be found at:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp. Your installer should be able
to inform you what frequencies or frequency range your device is designed to retransmit.
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Question 5: Are there limitations to how [ may deploy a Part 90 PLMR signal booster?

Answer 5: Part 90 PLMR signal boosters should be deployed by qualified installers. Furthermore, the
signal booster may only be used to improve coverage in weak signal areas. It may not be
deployed to extend the coverage of PLMR licensees’ radio systems. Finally, the signal
booster must be deployed and adjusted so the effective radiated power (ERP) is limited to 5
Watts on both the forward link and return link of the booster.

Question 6: What if my Part 90 PLMR signal booster retransmits signals from third party licensees?
Answer 6: Consent is not required from third party (unintended) licensees whose signals are incidentally

retransmitted.

Question 7: What is the difference between a Class A and Class B Part 90 PLMR signal booster?

Answer 7: A Class A device is a signal booster designed to retransmit signals on one or more specific
channels while a Class B device is signal booster designed to retransmit any signal within a
wide frequency band. A signal booster is deemed to be a Class A signal booster if none of
its passbands exceed 75 kHz; it is deemed to be a Class B signal booster if any of its
passbands exceed 75 kHz.

Question 8: Do [ need to register my Part 90 PLMR signal booster?

Answer 8: Maybe. If you install a Class B signal booster you must register the device with the
Commission at: www.fcc.gov/signal-boosters/registration. Required information includes:
(1) the operating range of the Class B signal booster; (2) the physical location of the Class B
signal booster; and (3) contact information for the individual(s) responsible for the Class B
signal booster’s operation. You may want to ask your installer to register your Class B
signal booster device for you or to assist you with registration. Class A devices are not
required to be registered.

Question 9: Why is registration necessary?

Answer 9: Registration of Class B signal boosters is a valuable tool to help PLMR licensees or the
Commission locate and identify devices causing interference.

Question 10: How can [ tell if my Part 90 PLMR signal booster is a Class A or Class B device?

Answer 10: Commission rules require manufacturers to label their signal boosters to indicate whether the
unit is a Class A or a Class B device. You should check with your installer if you are

uncertain which type of device is being deployed at your facility.

Question 11: What should I do if I'm told my Part 90 PLMR signal booster is causing interference?
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Answer 11: Operation of a Part 90 PLMR signal booster is on a non-interference basis. If a signal
booster causes interference, the operator is required by Commission rules to either cease
operation or alter the operating parameters of the device to eliminate the interference.

Question 12: What is the penalty for operating a Part 90 PLMR signal booster out of compliance with
Commission rules?

Answer 12: Unauthorized or improper operation of a Part 90 PLMR signal booster may result in
significant forfeiture penalties, including penalties in excess of $100,000 for each continuing
violation.

Question 13: Is a building code requirement a suitable substitute for express written consent of the
licensee(s) of the frequencies for which the device is intended to amplify?

Answer 13: No. Express written consent must come directly from retransmitted Part 90 Licensee(s).

Question 14: Can a vendor register with the Commission as the operator of a booster?

Answer 14: Yes, but only if the vendor will accept full responsibility for ensuring the ongoing proper
operation of the booster and, therefore, be responsible for any violation of the FCC’s rules.
If the vendor does not assume that responsibility, the individual or company registered as the
booster owner (typically the building owner) will be responsible for complying with the
FCC’s rules and liable for any penalties assessed for improper operation of the booster.



