About E-Rate
The FCC’s E-Rate program makes telecommunications
and information services more affordable by providing
discounts to eligible schools and libraries, including
Tribal Libraries.

With funding from the Universal Service Fund, the
E-Rate program provides discounts of up to 90 percent
of the costs for broadband connections to schools or
libraries and, exclusively for Tribal libraries, up to 90
percent of the costs for internal connections (e.g., Wi-Fi
networks).

There are two categories of service that are
eligible for E-Rate funding.

Category one provides connectivity to a school or
library building, which includes telecommunications
services and Internet access (for example, the fiber or
cable broadband connection to the library).

Category two provides Internet access within schools or
libraries, which includes internal connections, basic
maintenance of internal connections, and managed
internal broadband services (for example, the
equipment needed within a library to provide Wi-Fi to
patrons).

Who is eligible to participate?

T-LEAP is open to Tribal libraries that are new to the E-
Rate program or had challenges applying to the E-Rae
program in the past. Tribal libraries must be able to
demonstrate that they have three basic characteristics
of a library:

1. Regularly scheduled hours;
2. Staff; and
3. Materials for library users

Tribal government entities can designate a Tribal
library (for example, through a Tribal Resolution).
Tribal libraries may also work with the state library
administrative agency where they are located.
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If you have questions about Tribal
Library E-Rate Advocacy Program,
please contact:

Email:
TribalTraining@usac.org

Phone:

USAC’s E-Rate Customer Service Center
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET
(888) 203-8100
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Tribal Library E-Rate

Advocacy Program
T-LEAP

Connecting Tribal Libraries to affordable
high-speed Internet service
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